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SUBJECT: GROMYKO VISIT TO CANADA: SCHEDULING INTERMESSO 

1 . AT POL COUNSELORS' MEETING SEPT 18, CANADIAN REP REPORTED 
CONTREDANSE IN SCHEDULING GROMYKO TRIP TO CANADA WHICH 
CANADIANS FEEL MUST HAVE BEEN CAUSED BY (UNKNOWN) 
EXTRA-BILATERAL UNCERTAINTIES. 

2. ACCORDING CANADIAN, SOVIET CHARGE IN OTTAWA WENT IN ON 
PERSONAL INSTRUCTIONS FROM GROMYKO TO TELL MINISTER POR 
EXTERNAL APPAIRS THAT HE REGRETTED BEING UNABLE TO COME TO 
OTTAWA, ON THE GROUNDS THAT HIS SCHEDULE WAS OVERBURDENED 
AND THAT HE DID NOT WANT TO MAKE ONLY A HASTY TRIP. AS A 
RESULT, CANADIAN AMBASSADOR FORD WAS INSTRUCTED TO 

CALL ON V.P. SUSLOV (CHILE OP MFA SECOND EUROPEAN DEPARTMENT, 
WHICH HANDLES CANADA), BUT SUSLOV RESTRICTED HIMSELF TO 
QUOTING OTTAWA DEMARCHE VERBATIM AND EMPHASIZING IT CAME 
PROM GROMYKO HIMSELP. THEN, ON SEPT 17, CANADIANS HERE 
WERE SUDDENLY INFORMED THAT GROMYKO WISHED TO VISIT CANADA 
SEPT 25-26, AND UNDERSTOOD TRIP WOULD BE AGREED FOR THESE 
DATES. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS, SOURCE EXPRESSED VIEW IT IS 
ALMOST INCONCEIVABLE SOVIETS WOULD HAVE BEEN SIGNALLING 
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MEETINGS IN HALIFAX HAD REACHED AGREEMENT ON SIX OF EIGHT 
DISPUTED CLAIMS, AND WHOLE MATTER PRACTICALLY DEFUSED. 

4. COMMENT. SOURCE SAID AMBASSADOR FORD SUSPECTED lOG HAD 
SOMETHING TO DO WITH MIDDLE EAST DISCUSSIONS. WE PASS ON 
REPORT FOR WHAT IT MAY BE WORTH. END COMMENT. 
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